
LONDON BOROUGH OF LEWISHAM

MINUTES of the meeting of the HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE, which was 
open to the press and public, held in Laurence House, Ground Floor, CATFORD SE6 
4RU on MONDAY, 25 APRIL 2016 at 6 p.m.

Present

Councillors Britton, Brown, Handley, Michael and Till.

Unions

Not represented.

Directorate Representatives

Andreas Ghosh Head of Personnel & Development (Res. & Rgn.)

Health & Safety Adviser

David Austin Head of Corporate Resources

Apologies for absence were received from Kim Knappett and Tony Smith.

Minute No. Action

1 Election of Chair and Vice Chair

RESOLVED    that Councillor Britton be elected Chair and 
Councillor Till be elected Vice Chair of the 
Health and Safety Committee for the 
municipal year 2016/17.

2 Minutes

RESOLVED     that the minutes of the meeting of the Health 
and Safety Committee, which was open to 
the press and public, held on 2 November 
2015 be confirmed and signed.

3 Declarations of Interest

Councillor Till declared that he is a member of UNITE.

4. Corporate Health and Safety Team Update

4.1 The Chair said that he had spoken to Mr Austin about 
producing a report on health and safety procedures within 
the Council, how effective they are and what they do. Mr 
Austin said that he would prepare a refresher of the 
Corporate Framework for submission to this Committee.

4.2

D.A
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4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

Mr Ghosh said that part of these arrangements ensured that 
unions had clarity on how to raise safety issues in Council 
buildings.  He said that unions were in negotiations on 
current arrangements and this was expected to be 
concluded in the near future.

There was discussion about the terms of reference of this 
Committee, and Mr Austin explained how they had not 
changed in the Constitution but the focus on health and 
safety issues for the Council other than as the employer was 
clarified. Councillor Brown asked about the role of the 
unions on this Committee in the light of this. He noted that 
there were no representatives at the meeting; only one 
apology had been received before the meeting.  Mr Austin 
said that union members are located within the work place 
and are aware of some health and safety risks. Traditionally, 
their role had been to escalate an urgent health and safety 
issue. Mr Ghosh said that a union representative would 
attend this meeting if there was an urgent health and safety 
issue they wished to raise with members. 

The Chair said that last year, unions raised the health and 
safety issues associated with the Broadway Theatre and fire 
safety evacuation. Councillor Brown said that Chairs should 
be reminded to read the fire and safety script at the 
beginning of every meeting. This practice had stopped and 
should be re-instated.

Councillor Handley said that there had been health and 
safety issues with people walking through the Laurence 
House car park. A walkway had been provided and this had 
solved the problem. He asked whether directorates still have 
meetings with trade unions. Mr Austin confirmed that they 
were still held and a corporate meeting had been added to 
ensure that matters are resolved.

There was discussion about the remit of this Committee. 
The Chair then suggested, and it was agreed, that a written 
statement of its remit be submitted to this Committee. When 
it has been agreed by this Committee, it should be sent to 
all members of the Council.

Cttee Clerk

D.A

RESOLVED that the report be noted and the action outlined 
above be undertaken by appropriate officers.

5.

5.1

Matters arising

Update on Health and Safety issues at the Broadway 
Theatre

Councillor Till asked about the current situation with regard 
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to Health and Safety issues in the Broadway Theatre. Mr 
Austin said the fire alarm had been tested, then tested again 
with a live audience and fire curtains had been installed. 
Plaster had been replaced on the ceiling; part of the work 
was undertaken by specialist contractors because the 
theatre is a listed building. The unions were kept informed 
about these works and were pleased with the results.

The meeting ended at 6.32 pm.

Chair


